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May 20, 201 5 

via Facsimile (9 16) 319-2 125 

The Honorable Kansen Chu 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 2 170 
Sacramento, CA 9581 4 

Re: AB 718 (Chu)-Removal of Regulatory Authority: Vehicles Used for Human Habitation 
Notice of Opposition 

Dear Assemblymember Chu : 

On behalf of the City of Arcata, I write to info rm yo u of our opposition to AB 718 which wo uld 
prohibit local agencies fro m enfo rcing laws and ordinances, or otherwise subj ect to civil or 
criminal penalties, the ac t of people sleeping or resting in a lawfull y parked motor vehicle. 

While a vehicle may be " lawfully parked" in a residential neighborhood or in the parking lot of a 
business, that does not mean that it is acceptable to have people li ve there. The issues raised by 
AB 718 are less about parking, and more about the use of vehicles fo r human habitati on, 
including sleep ing and " resting" in fro nt of ex isting homes and businesses. 

City parking locations, whether on public or private property (other than campgrounds), were 
never intended or designed fo r res identi al occupancy. Such uses ra ise maj or issues of sani tati on, 
as well as the abili ty of residents to fee l secure in their homes and enable the conduct of business 
activity. 

Thi s measure should be rejected . Cities work hard to balance all of the needs of their 
communities. It is s imply not app ropriate fo r the legislature to attempt to remove local 
govenunent authori ty to appropriately protect the public health , safety and we lfa re of its 
resi dents from issues that ari se when people li ve outside of campgrounds in cars and trucks 
parked on public and private property. These are not easy issues to deal with, but they cannot 
responsibly be ignored. 

What is most needed to combat homelessness is funding fo r affo rdable housing and emergency 
shelters. There are several maj or pending measures that can help restore fund s fo r affordable 
housing; we encourage legislators to support additional funding fo r afford able housing and 
homeless so lutions. 
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Because thi s measure wo uld undermine local authority to appropriately protect the public health, 
safety and welfare of our residents, we must oppose AB 718. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Winkler 
Mayor 

MW: bd 
cc : Assemblymember Jim Wood, Distri ct 2 

Senator Mike McG ui re, Distri ct I 
William Weber, Principa l Consul ta nt, Assembly Republi can Caucus, via facs imile: (9 16) 3 19-3902 
Misa Le nnox, Consul tant, Assembly Loca l Government Committee, via facs imile: (9 16) 3 19-3959 
Meg Desmond, League of Ca lifo rnia Cities, via email: mdesmond@cacities.org 


